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person and one’s basic right to life from conception to natural death.
Respect for human dignity is the basis for the fundamental right to life.
This is a non-negotiable principle that is supported by our beliefs but is
logically independent of our faith. Many non-Catholics think a society
dedicated to the common good should protect its weakest members.

A Catholic politician who excuses his or her decision to allow the killing of
the unborn and of others who can’t protect themselves because he or she
doesn’t want to “impose Catholic doctrine on others” seems to me to be
intellectually dishonest. The protection of every innocent human being’s
right to life is a principle of reason, even though it is also a stand
supported by Catholic moral teaching. Everyone understands, by way of
example, that the state should protect property by forbidding stealing.
This is a matter of the common good. It is not imposing Catholic morality
on anybody, even though the Church teaches that stealing is a sin. Our
present legal system protects stocks and bonds, as well as dogs and cats,
more than it protects unborn human beings. This is contrary to the
common good.

Other principles of Catholic social teaching are similarly based on both
divine revelation and human reason. “The Compendium of the Social
Doctrine of the Church,” published by the Holy See in 2004, starts with
God'’s love for us and the dignity of the human person, and then sets out
in about three hundred pages the full range of principles informing the
Church’s social teaching: the common good, the universal destination of
goods, the principle of subsidiarity, participation in society, the principle of
solidarity, the fundamental values of social life—truth, freedom, justice.

I admit to a sense of frustration as I contrast this beautiful teaching with
the political, economic and social order in which we now live. In the long
run, God governs creation and the ideals of Catholic social doctrine are
therefore possible of accomplishment. In the short run, we have to vote in
a few weeks. The Catholic Bishops of Illinois are publishing a short
statement on elections, conscience and the responsibility to vote. Its
intention is to be of some help to Catholics who want to take seriously
both their faith and their responsibility to the common good of our society.

It's important to vote in a democratic society, even though much of our
life is governed by decisions of unelected bureaucrats and judges and
editors and economic players whose names we do not recognize unless
there is a scandal of some sort. May each of us do the best we can, using
the dialogue between faith and reason that takes place in our hearts,
guided by the Church’s social doctrine; and may God protect us and our
country. God bless you.
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Cardinal's Appointments

His Eminence, Francis Cardinal
George announces the following
appointments:

Sabbaticals

Rev. Peter B. McQuinn, from pastor
of Epiphany Parish, South Keeler, to
be on sabbatical from Sept. 15 to
March 15, 2007.

Rev. Lawrence Sullivan, pastor of St.
Celestine Parish, EImwood Park, to be
on sabbatical from Sept. 1 to Feb.
28, 2007.

Administrator and acting director

Rev. Arturo Perez-Rodriguez, from
associate pastor of Assumption BVM
Parish, South California, to be the
administrator of the same and acting
director of Kolbe House, effective
immediately.

Part-time board members of
Priests’ Placement Board

Very Rev. James Presta to be a part-
time member of the Priests’
Placement Board while retaining his
duties as Rector of St. Joseph
Seminary College at Loyola, effective
immediately.

Rev. Gregory Sakowicz to be a part-
time member of the Priests’
Placement Board while retaining his
duties as Pastor of St. Mary of the
Woods Parish, effective immediately.

Rev. Esequiel Sanchez to be a part-
time member of the Priests’
Placement Board while retaining his
duties as Pastor of Mary, Queen of
Heaven Parish, effective immediately.
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Rev. William Vanecko to be a part-
time member of the Priests’
Placement Board while retaining his

duties as pastor of St. Kilian and St.

Ethelreda Parishes, effective
immediately.
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